
 To be the best that  we can be knowing that        

                                        ‘With God all things are possible’ 

                                                                              (Matthew 19:26) 

                

Handwriting Policy  
At our schools, our aim is for children to develop a high-quality handwriting style across all 
areas of the curriculum. We have a planned progression across the school to ensure the 
children develop their handwriting style at the appropriate time. The children will form 
letters correctly which will then allow them to develop legible, joined handwriting by the 
end of key stage two.  
 
As part of our English curriculum, we have adopted the letter formations from our Rocket 
Phonics scheme. This ensures high expectations and continuity across all classes in all areas 

of the curriculum.  
 
All children will have a handwriting lesson every week, which is then embedded every day in 
all lessons.  The strong foundations document (October 2024) states ‘give children sufficient 
high-quality opportunities to practise using foundational knowledge and skills so that they 

become fluent’. The letter formations are taught in letter families and modelled by the 
teacher, to ensure formation is accurate (as per guidance from the strong foundations 
document.) We also ensure the explicit teaching of number formation, to ensure high 
expectations from the start. 

 In addition to the taught lesson, children will have the opportunity to practise their 
handwriting making links to age-related spellings and dictations.  

In Nursery 
Handwriting development focuses on building pre-writing skills through play and activities 
that strengthen both fine and gross motor skills. This develops onto making marks and 

exploring different materials, eventually leading to correct pencil grip and early lesson 
formation.  
 
In Reception/Year 1  
The correct print/letter formation is taught and only when this is fluent the children will 
move onto the pre cursive flicks. All children will use an efficient tri -pod grip. 
Handwriting is completed in phonic books, English books and Handwriting books with the 
wider spaced lines.  

 
 



In Year 1/2  
As soon as the correct letter formation is established children will move onto letters with 
the pre cursive join flicks. This will then progress to joining, taught using letter family 
groups.  This is completed in phonic books, English books and Handwriting books with the 
wider spaced lines.  
By the end of year 2 some children will be able to join using a cursive style, most will be able 
use pre cursive flick.  
 
At Year 3  
Children will be using a cursive joined handwriting style. This will continue to be taught 
using the letter families. Most children will progress to using the handwriting books using 
the thinner lines. Some children may still require the wider handwriting lines to further 
development letter joins and formation.  
 
 
At year 4/5/6 
All children will be able to write using a cursive joined handwriting style, some may still 

require the handwriting books with the narrow lines, most will be able to transfer the 

correct formation on to regular lines.  

By the end of key stage two, children will be able to join using a legible, cursive style across 

all areas of the curriculum.  

 

National Curriculum guidance  
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Letter formations 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Letter formations with pre-cursive flicks 

 

 

Number formations  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Rocket Phonics scheme 

 











 


