
Bomere and the XI Towns Federation Knowledge Organiser—Evolution and Inheritance 
Topic: Science—Evolution and Inheritance Class/Year Groups: Year 6 Term: Autumn 

What you already know? 

Pupils will not have had any formal teaching about 

evolution prior to this unit but will have studied clas-

sification and will be aware of the variety of life on 

Earth.  They will have learned about fossil formation 

in Year 3 and should know that fossils are the imprint 

of a living animal or plant in the rocks. 

What you will learn  

 

 

 

 

Vocabulary 

National Curriculum Objectives: 

• Recognise that living things have changed over time and that fossils provide information about living things that inhabited the Earth mil-
lions of years ago  

• Recognise that living things produce offspring of the same kind, but normally offspring vary and are not identical to their parents  
• Identify how animals and plants are adapted to suit their environment in different ways and that adaptation may lead to evolution.  

Evolution Adaptation over a very long time. 

Natural selec-

tion 

The process where organisms that are 

better adapted to their environment 

tend to survive and produce more off-

spring. 

Fossil The remains or imprint of a prehistoric 

plant or animal embedded in rock and 

preserved. 

Inherited traits These are traits you get from your par-

ents. Within a family, you will often see 

similar traits, e.g. curly hair. 

Off spring The young animal or plant that is pro-

duced by the reproduction of that spe-

cies. 

Environment An environment contains many habi-

tats and includes areas where there are 

both living and non living things. 


